
Characteristics of true prophets from the Bible:

The work of a prophet is to admonish, console, edify the body of Christ,
which is the church.
1 Corinthians 14:3,4
But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and
exhortation, and comfort.
He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that
prophesieth edifieth the church.

The promise of prophets for the church:
Deuteronomy 18:18
I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that
I shall command him.

God had sent prophets from the beginning of the world:
Luke 1:70
As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since
the world began.

God guides the people through prophets.
Hosea 12:13
And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a
prophet was he preserved.

God is the One who speaks through the prophets.
2 Kings 21:10
And the LORD spake by his servants the prophets, saying,

The prophets know God's plans.
Amos 3:7
Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his
servants the prophets.

True prophets speak "to the law and to the testimony."
Isaiah 8
20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this



word, it is because there is no light in them.

God proclaims his laws through the prophets.
Zechariah 7
12 Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should
hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his
spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the
LORD of hosts.

True prophets admonish sin and call for repentance and keeping the law
of God.
2 Kings 17:13
Yet the LORD testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the
prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and
keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which
I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the
prophets.

2 Chronicles 24:19
Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them again unto the LORD; and
they testified against them: but they would not give ear.

Jeremiah 23:21,22
I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.
But if they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people to hear
my words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and
from the evil of their doings.

True prophets are often sent to admonish the apostate people.
Ezekiel 2:1-10
And he said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak
unto thee.
And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon
my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.
And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to
a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers
have transgressed against me, even unto this very day.
For they are impudent children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto
them; and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD.
And they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, (for they



are a rebellious house,) yet shall know that there hath been a prophet
among them.
And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell among
scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks,
though they be a rebellious house.
And thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or
whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious.
But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto thee; Be not thou rebellious
like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, and eat that I give thee.
And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a
book was therein;
And he spread it before me; and it was written within and without: and
there was written therein lamentations, and mourning, and woe.

Zechariah 1:4
Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried,
saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways,
and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me,
saith the LORD.

God will destroy those who disdain the messages given by his prophets.
2 Chronicles 25:16
And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto him,
Art thou made of the king's counsel? forbear; why shouldest thou be
smitten? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God hath
determined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not
hearkened unto my counsel.

2 Chronicles 36:16
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and
misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his
people, till there was no remedy.

True prophets are people who have the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and
God wants all of His people to be a people of prophets (the latter rain will
fulfill this prophecy).
Acts 19:6
And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Numbers 11:29



And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all
the LORD'S people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his
spirit upon them!

2 Kings 2:15
And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw
him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to
meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

1 Chronicles 16:22
Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Psalms 105:15
Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

Micah 3:7-8
Then shall the seers be ashamed, and the diviners confounded: yea,
they shall all cover their lips; for there is no answer of God.
But truly I am full of power by the spirit of the LORD, and of judgment,
and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his
sin.

Revelation 22:6
And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord
God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the
things which must shortly be done.

Revelation 22:9
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and
of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this
book: worship God.

1 Corinthians 14:39
Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with
tongues.

A true prophet is heard by God; he is an intercessor to save souls.
Genesis 20:7
Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall
pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou
that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.

A prophet also means the intermediary through which God speaks...
(144,000 must hear the voice of the Holy Spirit in order to survive



spiritually in the period of distress)
Exodus 7:1
And the LORD said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to
Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.

God wants to raise many contemporary prophets.
1 Kings 18:4
For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and
fed them with bread and water.)

1 Samuel 10:5
After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is the garrison of the
Philistines: and it shall come to pass, when thou art come thither to the
city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from the
high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before
them; and they shall prophesy:

Now we're not all prophets yet, but we will be if we want to.
1 Corinthians 12:29
Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles?

1 Corinthians 13:9
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

1 Corinthians 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but
rather that ye may prophesy.

1 Corinthians 14:5
I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for
greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except
he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

1 Corinthians 14:24
But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:

A prophet's self is dead; Christ dwells in his heart; they speak the words
of God.
1 Samuel 10:6-7
And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy
with them, and shalt be turned into another man.
And let it be, when these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as



occasion serve thee; for God is with thee.

Deuteronomy 18:18
I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that
I shall command him.

If a prophet prophesies of peace and prosperity, we must wait until the
prophecy is fulfilled to see if he is a prophet of God.
Jeremiah 28:5-9
Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the
presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood
in the house of the LORD,
Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen: the LORD do so: the LORD
perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels
of the LORD'S house, and all that is carried away captive, from Babylon
into this place.
Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in
the ears of all the people;
The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old
prophesied both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of
war, and of evil, and of pestilence.
The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet
shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD hath
truly sent him.

If the prophecy is fulfilled and he fulfills other criteria of a true
prophet(some conditions are obligatory: character, consecration, being
part of God's people, serving without selfishness, etc. and others are
optional: it is not necessary to have visions, he can have only dreams; it
is not strictly necessary to have the physical characteristics, fainting, not
having a pulse, etc.) he is a true prophet.
1 Samuel 10:9
And it was so, that when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, God
gave him another heart: and all those signs came to pass that day.

Ezekiel 33:33
And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will come,) then shall they know that
a prophet hath been among them.

The people must receive and obey the words of the prophet as if God is
the one speaking.
Deuteronomy 18:19
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my



words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

In our days, a true prophet receives the words of God in visions or
dreams.
Numbers 12:6
And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the
LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto
him in a dream.

A true prophet must belong to the people of God, the true Adventist
church (Philadelphia not Laodicea)
Deuteronomy 18:15
The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;

Deuteronomy 18:18
I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that
I shall command him.

They're not very educated in worldly schools.
Amos 7:14
Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither
was I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore
fruit.

Moses had a closer relationship with God than the later prophets. Only
Jesus came to have the same relationship with God, and the 144,000 will
possibly have it.
Numbers 12:7-8
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.
With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore
then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?

Deuteronomy 34:10
And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the
LORD knew face to face.

A true prophet is a means of asking the Lord.
1 Samuel 9:9 (Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to enquire of God,
thus he spake, Come, and let us go to the seer: for he that is now called
a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.)



Those who speak or act against a prophet will awaken the wrath of God.
Numbers 12:8-9
With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore
then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?
And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and he departed.

Deuteronomy 18:19
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my
words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

Those who speak against the message of a prophet speak against the
Holy Spirit, for the prophet speaks full of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 12:32
And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be
forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

Judges 2:20
And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because
that this people hath transgressed my covenant which I commanded
their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice;

A true prophet can be wrong when he gives advice that is not inspired by
God. This does not transform him into a false prophet. They are specific
errors that do not change his holy character. He repents and remains a
true prophet.
2 Samuel 7:2-5
That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house
of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.
And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the
LORD is with thee.
And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto
Nathan, saying,
Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me
an house for me to dwell in?

1 Chronicles 22:8
But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood
abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house
unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my
sight.



God makes judgment through his prophets.
1 Kings 18:40
And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook
Kishon, and slew them there.

True prophets do not announce pleasant things.
1 Kings 22:8
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man,
Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I
hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And
Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.
1 Kings 22:17-18
And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have
not a shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master: let them
return every man to his house in peace.
And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he
would prophesy no good concerning me, but evil?

The true prophets are united in the same spirit because the Holy Spirit
inspires them with the same truth.
2 Kings 2:3
And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha,
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy
master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your
peace.
2 Kings 2:5
And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and
said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master
from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your
peace.

God announces through the prophets the captivity and destruction of
those who profess to be God's people.
2 Kings 17:23
Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his
servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land
to Assyria unto this day.

2 Kings 21:10-15
And the LORD spake by his servants the prophets, saying,
Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and
hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before
him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols:



Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such
evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his
ears shall tingle.
And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of
the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish,
wiping it, and turning it upside down.
And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into
the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to
all their enemies;
Because they have done that which was evil in my sight, and have
provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of
Egypt, even unto this day.

Can announce the death of someone.
2 Kings 20:1
In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the
son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set
thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.

True prophets may be few or many and are often persecuted by the
leaders of God's professed people.
1 Kings 18:4
For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the LORD, that
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and
fed them with bread and water.)

2 Kings 2:7
And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off:
and they two stood by Jordan.

Believing the prophets is vital not to lose the way of life.
2 Chronicles 20:20
And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of
Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God,
so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.

To underestimate the messages of the prophets and to kill the prophets
is to rebel against God.
Nehemiah 9:26
Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast
thy law behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against
them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great provocations.



Without prophets, the people do not understand the future.
Psalms 74:7-10
They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down
the dwelling place of thy name to the ground.
They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned
up all the synagogues of God in the land.
We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there
among us any that knoweth how long.
O God, how long shall the adversary reproach? shall the enemy
blaspheme thy name for ever?

True prophets are sent out in the early hours of the morning.
Jeremiah 7:25
Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto
this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily
rising up early and sending them:

Jeremiah 25:4
And the LORD hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising
early and sending them; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your
ear to hear.

Jeremiah 26:5
To hearken to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent unto
you, both rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened;

Jeremiah 44:4
Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early and
sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate.

Acts 2:14-18
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto
them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this
known unto you, and hearken to my words:
For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour
of the day.
But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams:
And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:



True prophets are often persecuted by their church.
Jeremiah 18:18
Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for
the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor
the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue,
and let us not give heed to any of his words.

Jeremiah 26:8
Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all
that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that
the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou
shalt surely die.

Jeremiah 26:11
Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the
people, saying, This man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against
this city, as ye have heard with your ears.

The leaders of the apostate church have always killed the prophets.
Matthew 23:29-31
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the
tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,
And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have
been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.
Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of
them which killed the prophets.

Matthew 23:34
Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to
city:

Matthew 23:37
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not!

Acts 7:52
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have
slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom
ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:



True prophets are not received by their relatives.
Matthew 13:57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto
them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in
his own house.

Before the return of Christ, prophets must arise in the spirit of Elijah.
Malachi 4:5
Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LORD:

Joel 2:28
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.

Acts 2:18
And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

Matthew 23:34
Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to
city.

A prophet does not necessarily have to give future prophecies, but
simply call for repentance.
Luke 7:26-28
But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and
much more than a prophet.
This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy
face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a
greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than he.

A prophet knows the character of a person only by seeing him, by the
Holy Spirit that dwells in him.
Luke 7:39
Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within
himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who
and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.



Christ was a prophet.
Luk 13:33 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the day
following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.

Luke 24:19
And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him,
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people.

John 4:19
The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

John 4:44
For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own
country.

John 6:14
Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said,
This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.

Acts 3:20-23
And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you:
Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began.
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all
things whatsoever he shall say unto you.
And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that
prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

Enoch was a prophet.
Jude 1:14
And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob were prophets.
Luke 13:28
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of
God, and you yourselves thrust out.

Genesis 20:7
Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall



pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou
that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine.

Moses was a prophet.
Luke 24:27
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them
in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

David was a prophet.
Acts 2:29-31
Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this
day.
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would
raise up Christ to sit on his throne;
He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul
was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

All the writers of the holy scriptures have been prophets.
Luke 24:25
Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken.

Acts 3:21
Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began.

There were many prophets among the first christians.
Acts 11:27
And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.

Acts 13:1
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and
teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of
Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch, and Saul.

Acts 15:32
And Judas and Silas, being prophets also themselves, exhorted the
brethren with many words, and confirmed them.

Acts 19:6



And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Acts 21:9
And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.

Acts 21:10
And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a
certain prophet, named Agabus.

The gift of prophecy is a gift of the Holy Spirit like any other. If this gift
ends, then all gifts end, that of the pastor, elder, deacon, teacher, etc.
Romans 12:6
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us,
whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;

1 Corinthians 12:28
And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Ephesians 4:11
And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

There can be both men and women prophets.
1 Corinthians 11:4-5
Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered,
dishonoureth his head.
But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered
dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.

We must desire to prophesy.
1 Corinthians 14:39
Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with
tongues.

True prophets live in the wilderness, places without inhabitants, in hills
and mountains (in schools of prophets or self-supporting missionary
centers, financially independent).
Hebrews 11:36-38
And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of
bonds and imprisonment:
They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain



with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented;
(Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

In original Hebrew:
Original: רּבדמ
Transliteration: midbâr
Phonetic: mid-bawr'
BDB Definition:
wilderness
pasture
uninhabited land, wilderness
large tracts of wilderness (around cities)
wilderness (figuratively)
mouth
mouth (as organ of speech)
Strong's Definition: From H1696 in the sense of driving ; a pasture (that
is, open field, whither cattle are driven); by implication a desert ; also
speech (including its organs): - desert, south, speech, wilderness.

In original Greek:
Original:
Phonetic: er'-ay-mos
Thayer Definition:
solitary, lonely, desolate, uninhabited
used of places (SOLITARY PLACE, WITHOUT DWELLERS)
a desert, wilderness
deserted places, lonely regions
an uncultivated region fit for pasturage

Revelation 12:6
And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place
prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two
hundred and threescore days.(Because God is the same yesterday,
today and forever, He acts according to the same plan throughout history
and He repeats His way of saving again and so possibly this verse will
be fulfilled again literally with the last remnant.

Noah lived in the mountains of Ararat.
Genesis 8:4
And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, upon the mountains of Ararat.



Lot lived in the mountains.
Genesis 19:17
And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he
said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the
plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.
Genesis 19:30
And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two
daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a
cave, he and his two daughters.

Abraham lived in the mountains:
Genesis 13:10-13
And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was
well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as
thou comest unto Zoar.
Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and
they separated themselves the one from the other.
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom.
But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD
exceedingly.

Evidence from the writings of the Spirit of Prophecy:

Elijah lived on a mountain.
Among the mountains of Gilead, east of the Jordan, there dwelt in the
days of Ahab a man of faith and prayer whose fearless ministry was
destined to check the rapid spread of apostasy in Israel. Far removed
from any city of renown, and occupying no high station in life, Elijah the
Tishbite nevertheless entered upon his mission confident in God's
purpose to prepare the way before him and to give him abundant
success. The word of faith and power was upon his lips, and his whole
life was devoted to the work of reform. His was the voice of one crying in
the wilderness to rebuke sin and press back the tide of evil. And while he
came to the people as a reprover of sin, his message offered the balm of
Gilead to the sin-sick souls of all who desired to be healed. {Pr 133.2}

The servants of God should manifest a tender, compassionate spirit and
show to all that they are not actuated by any personal motives in their



dealings with the people, and that they do not take delight in giving
messages of wrath in the name of the Lord. But they must never flinch
from pointing out the sins that are corrupting the professed people of
God, nor cease striving to influence them to turn from their errors and
obey the Lord. 4T 185.2

A true prophet can prophesy things that will not be fulfilled because they
are conditional.
When Jonah learned of God's purpose to spare the city that,
notwithstanding its wickedness, had been led to repent in sackcloth and
ashes, he should have been the first to rejoice because of God's
amazing grace; but instead he allowed his mind to dwell upon the
possibility of his being regarded as a false prophet. Jealous of his
reputation, he lost sight of the infinitely greater value of the souls in that
wretched city. The compassion shown by God toward the repentant
Ninevites "displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry." "Was
not this my saying," he inquired of the Lord, "when I was yet in my
country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that Thou art a
gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
repentest Thee of the evil." Jonah 4:1, 2.PK 271.1

True prophets warn the people of the dangers, show them how they can
be saved, but their messages are the object of mockery and derision,
and the leaders try to annihilate them.
And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. He had done his work; he had
warned the people of their danger; he had pointed out the only course by
which they could regain the favor of God. But though his only crime was
that he had faithfully delivered the message of God to an unbelieving
people, they had mocked his words, and men in responsible positions
had denounced him and tried to arouse the people to put him to death.4T
171.1

God had said that His people should be saved, that the yoke He would
lay upon them should be light, if they submitted uncomplainingly to His
plan. Their servitude was represented by a yoke of wood, which was
easily borne; but resistance would be met with corresponding severity,
represented by the yoke of iron. God designed to hold the king of
Babylon in check, that there should be no loss of life nor galling
oppression; but by scorning His warning and commands they brought
upon themselves the full rigor of bondage. It was far more agreeable to
the people to receive the message of the false prophet, who predicted
prosperity; therefore it was received. It wounded their pride to have their
sins brought continually before their eyes; they would much rather put



them out of sight. They were in such moral darkness that they did not
realize the enormity of their guilt nor appreciate the messages of reproof
and warning given them of God. Had they had a proper sense of their
disobedience they would have acknowledged the justice of the Lord's
course and recognized the authority of His prophet. God entreated them
to repent, that He might spare them humiliation and that a people called
by His name should not become tributary to a heathen nation; but they
scoffed at His counsel and went after false prophets.4T 172.1

The apostate leaders hate God's messengers.
The Lord is fitting a people for heaven. The defects of character, the
stubborn will, the selfish idolatry, the indulgence of faultfinding, hatred,
and contention, provoke the wrath of God and must be put away from
His commandment - keeping people. Those living in these sins are
deceived and blinded by the wiles of Satan. They think that they are in
the light when they are groping in darkness. There are murmurers
among us now, even as there were murmurers among ancient Israel.
Those who by unwise sympathy encourage men in rebellion when their
self - love is smarting beneath merited reproof are not the friends of God,
the great Reprover. God will send reproof and warning to His people as
long as they continue upon earth.4T 180.3

Would there be any more prophets after Ellen White?
We shall have to meet these same false doctrines again. There will be
those who will claim to have visions. When God gives you clear evidence
that the vision is from Him, you may accept it, but do not accept it on any
other evidence; for people are going to be led more and more astray in
foreign countries and in America. The Lord wants His people to act like
men and women of sense. {Ev 610.2}

Most startling messages will be borne by men of God's appointment,
messages of a character to warn the people, to arouse them. And while
some will be provoked by the warning and led to resist light and
evidence, we are to see from this that we are giving the testing message
for this time. {9T 137.1}

The Jews tried to stop the proclamation of the message that had been
predicted in the word of God; but prophecy must be fulfilled. The Lord
says, "Behold, I send you Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord." Somebody is to come in the spirit
and power of Elijah, and when he appears, men may say, "You are too
earnest, you do not interpret the Scriptures in the proper way. Let me tell



you how to teach your message." {RH February 18, 1890, par. 16}

I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word of God as the rule of your
faith and practice. By that Word we are to be judged. God has, in that
Word, promised to give visions in the "last days"; not for a new rule of
faith, but for the comfort of His people, and to correct those who err from
Bible truth. Thus God dealt with Peter when He was about to send him to
preach to the Gentiles. (Acts 10.). {EW 78.1}

Christ warned His disciples: "Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt
tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by
their fruits ye shall know them." Here is a test, and, Brother G, you can
apply it if you will. You need not go in uncertainty and doubt. Satan is at
hand to suggest a variety of doubts, but if you will open your eyes in faith
you will find sufficient evidence for belief. But God will never remove from
any man all causes for doubts. Those who love to dwell in the
atmosphere of doubt and questioning unbelief can have the unenviable
privilege. God gives sufficient evidence for the candid mind to believe;
but he who turns from the weight of evidence because there are a few
things which he cannot make plain to his finite understanding will be left
in the cold, chilling atmosphere of unbelief and questioning doubts, and
will make shipwreck of faith. {4T 232.1}

God is either teaching His church, reproving their wrongs and
strengthening their faith, or He is not. This work is of God, or it is not.
God does nothing in partnership with Satan. My work for the past thirty
years bears the stamp of God or the stamp of the enemy. There is no
halfway work in the matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or
of the devil. In arraying yourself against the servants of God you are
doing a work either for God or for the devil. "By their fruits ye shall know
them." What stamp does your work bear? It will pay to look critically at
the result of your course. {4T 229.2}

It is God's plan to give sufficient evidence of the divine character of His
work to convince all who honestly desire to know the truth. But He never
removes all opportunity for doubt. All who desire to question and cavil
will find occasion. {1SM 72.3}
I pity those who have set their feet in the path of doubt and unbelief. I
would gladly help them if I could, but the experience of the past gives me



little hope that they will ever come to the light. No amount of evidence
will convince men of the truth so long as they are unwilling to yield their
pride, subdue their carnal nature, and become learners in the school of
Christ. {1SM 72.4}

True prophets are calumniated.
The lips that have uttered perverse things of God's delegated servants
and have scorned the message they have borne, have put darkness for
light, and light for darkness. Instead of watching, as did the Pharisees,
for something to condemn in the message or the messengers, something
to scoff at and deride, had they opened their hearts to the bright beams
of the Sun of Righteousness, they would have been offering grateful
praise rather than watching for something which they could misinterpret
or twist so as to find fault with. O, when the first ray of light shone upon
them, if they had only praised God that the heaven-sent message was
truth, then more and clearer light would have shone into the chambers of
the mind and into the soul-temple. {Lt31a-1894.38}

It matters not how blameless the character and life of those who speak to
the people the words of God; this procures for them no credit. And why?
Because they tell the people the truth. This, brethren, is my offense. But
if a false report is circulated, if by some inference or conjecture an
imputation is cast upon the character of Christ's ambassador, with what
absurd credulity is it received! How many are ready to magnify and
spread the slander! Such are revealing their real character. "He that is of
God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are
not of God" (John 8:47). {1SM 72.6}
Calumny and reproach will be the recompense of those who stand for
the truth as it is in Jesus. "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution" (2 Timothy 3:12). Those who bear a plain testimony
against sin will as surely be hated as was the Master who gave them this
work to do in His name. Like Christ, they will be called the enemies of the
church and of religion, and the more earnest and true their efforts to
honor God, the more bitter will be the enmity of the ungodly and
hypocritical. But we should not be discouraged when thus treated. {1SM
73.1}
I Shall Go Forward With My Work
We may be called "weak and foolish," enthusiastic, even insane. It may
be said of us as it was of Christ, "He hath a devil" (John 10:20). But the
work which the Master has given us to do is our work still. We must
direct minds to Jesus, not seeking praise or honor of men, but
committing ourselves to Him who judgeth righteously. He knows how to
help those who while following in His steps suffer in a limited degree the



reproach He bore. He was tempted in all points like as we are, that He
might know how to succor those who should be tempted. {1SM 73.2}
Whatever wrong construction may be placed upon my testimony by
those who profess righteousness, yet know not God, I shall in humility go
forward with my work. I will speak the words which God gives me to
speak in encouragement, reproof, and warning. There remains but a little
remnant of my life on earth. The work that my Father hath given me, I
will, by His grace, perform with fidelity, knowing that all my deeds must
pass the scrutiny of Jehovah. Manuscript 4, 1883. {1SM 73.3}

If God decides to speak through a prophet and man does not receive
him, he will lose the way of truth.
Cornelius implicitly obeyed the instruction, and the same angel went to
Peter, and gave him his instructions. This chapter [Acts 10] has much
precious counsel in it for us, and we should study it with humble
attention. When the Lord has His appointed agencies whereby He gives
help to souls, and men disrespect these agencies, and refuse to receive
help from them, and decide that they will be directly taught of God, the
Lord does not gratify their desire. The man who takes such a position is
in danger of taking up with the voices of strangers, and of being led into
false paths. Both Cornelius and Peter were instructed what they were to
do, and they obeyed the angel's word. Cornelius gathered his household
together to hear the message of light from Peter. If he had said, I will not
be taught of any man, the angel of God would have left him to himself;
but this was not his attitude (The Review and Herald, October 10, 1893).
{6BC 1060.5}
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